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SUBJECT: KIDNAP AND RELEASE OE MALAYSIAN POLICEMAN 

SUMMARY. MALAYSIAN AUTHORITIES PAID RANSOM EOR MALAYSIAN 
SPECIAL BRANCH ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT WHO HAD BEEN 
KIDNAPED FEBRUARY 8 BY BANDITS IN SONGKHLA PROVINCE, SOUTHERN 
THAILAND. SUPERINTENDENT RELEASED EEBRUARY 11. END SUMMARY. 

1. A MALAYSIAN SPECIAL BRANCH ASSISTANT SUPERIN- 
TENDENT AND A THAI TEENAGER WERE KIDNAPPED ON FEBRUARY 8 
BY BANDITS IN SADAO DISTRICT, SONGKHLA PROVINCE. BANGKOK 
POST REPORTED ON EEBRUARY 12 THAT THE BANDITS WERE MUSLIMS 
WHO RELEASED THE POLICEMAN AND THE BOY ON EEBRUARY 1 1 ALTER 
THE BOY'S LATHER SECRETLY PAID RANSOM. THE POST ALSO REPORTED 
THAT "POLICE RELIEVED THAT MALAYSIAN AUTHORITIES ALSO PAID 
RANSOM EOR THE RELEASE OE THE POLICEMAN" ALTHOUGH THE EXACT 
AMOUNT PAID FOR THE POLICEMAN'S RELEASE WAS NOT KNOWN 
BUT ESTIMATED BETWEEN $5,000 AND $10,000. THE 
MALAYSIAN POLICEMAN, ACCORDING TO THE POST ACCOUNT, SAID 
HE WAS BEATEN UP BY THE BANDITS AND EORCED TO ADMIT HE 
WAS A POLICE OEEICER, BUT THE POLICEMAN TOLD THE BANDITS 
HE WAS ONLY A CUSTOMS OEEICIAL BECAUSE "IE HE TOLD THEM 
HE IS A POLICE OEFICER (SIC), THE RANSOM WOULD HAVE BEEN 
HIGHER." 
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2. CONSULATE IN SONGKHLA REPORTED ON EEBRUARY 17 THAT A 
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MALAYSIAN OFFICIAL CONFIDED THAT GOM DID PAY RANSOM 
BECAUSE IT WAS CHEAP ($5,008) AND THEY WERE WORRIED THAT 
SINCE THE SPECIAL BRANCH POLICEMAN WAS HELD 
IN A MALAYSIAN COMMUNIST PARTY AREA (MCP) THE MCP MIGHT 
GET HOLD OF HIM. THE POLICEMAN WAS GRABBED BY MISTAKE, 

ACCORDING TO THE CONSULATE, BY GANGSTERS WAITING IN 
BROAD DAYLIGHT ON THE PENANG-HAAD YAI HIGHWAY TO KIDNAP 
A LOCAL CHINESE MERCHANT. THIS GANSTER GROUP IS THE SAME 
ONE THAT KIDNAPPED SEVERAL MALAYSIANS LAST MONTH IN PERLIS 
FOR RANSOM. THE CONSULATE IS WORRIED THAT IF WORD GETS 
OUT TO VARIOUS GANGSTER GROUPS THAT GOVERNMENTS ARE 
PAYTING RANSOMS, IT MAY BE OPEN SEASON EOR CONSULAR OFFICIALS 
IN SONGKHLA. 

3. A SINGAPORE EMBASSY OFFICIAL QUERIED ON THIS SUBJECT 

ON FEBRUARY 18 CONEIRMED THE GOM HAD PAID RANSOM EOR THE 
RELEASE OE THE POLICEMAN BUT WERE NOT PUBLICLY ADMITTING 
THEY HAD. THE SINGAPOREAN EXPLAINED THAT THE POLICEMAN, 

MONGKOL SAWASDIVIRO (BGN, MONGKON SAWATDIWIROT) IS THE BROTHER 
OF MALAYSIAN FIRST SECRETARY MAUNG BOON MEE, A REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE SPECIAL BRANCH IN BANGKOK, AND THEY ARE MIXED CHINESE/MALAY/ 
THAI. THE SINGAPOREAN OFEICIAL SAID THE GOM RATIONALIZED IT HAD 
TO PAY THE RANSOM TO ENSURE SPECIAL BRANCH MORALE AND 
BECAUSE THEY RELIEVED THIS WAS A ONE TIME DEAL, A MISTAKE 
ON THE PART OF THE BANDITS WHO WOULD NOT REPEAT THE ACT, 

NOT WISHING TO STIR THAI AND MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT ANGER 
AND ACTION AGAINST THE BANDITS. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR COMMENTS ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
STATEMENTS OF GOM ON INCIDENT AND RANSOM, AND 

FUTURE POLICY ON SUCH INCIDENTS. MALAYSIAN EMBASSY OFEICIALS 
HERE HAVE NOT COMMENTED ON THE INCIDENT. 
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